Student Feedback Summary, Class Program, Note: One class could not take the collection boat trip due to bad weather.
What was your overall impression of the MBL?

ABSOLUTELY INCREDIBLE!!!! There is no place more interesting, academic and wonderful. I would like to intern whenever I can, and will talk to, and write to whoever I need to contact for that.

Very interesting, engaging and fun.

Impressive, it was great to see what we learn in class integrated in the real world.

They conduct a wide variety of research.         

Very cool, very hands-on stuff.

So cool and so important in terms of developing research.

Very interesting, it was a good experience.

It’s a very cool place, so much stuff happens there.

I really liked it. Very cool, I would like to intern there in the medical field.

Lots of animals

A large lab and also museum

Super cool. It seemed really organized and well-run. The atmosphere was nice.

It is a really COOL place.

Another basic science (primarily) lab whose work is highly applicable despite its esoteric appearance.

It seems like a great place to work and it seemed like a productive research institution.

MBL seemed to be a highly technological place where the people are really excited about their work.

It was a really cool place to learn. It was really engaging.

A wonderful facility. The scientists are very informative and enthusiastic.

I loved it. It seemed like a great place I would like to be part of someday.

I really liked the lab and learning about the animals. I would have liked to learn more about the experiments being run and about the people that work there. The guy in the red hat was really cool.

The MBL was a great place for students to learn how exciting biology can be. It was very evident the facility was geared towards education and outreach. It created a comfortable atmosphere.

Busy, thriving and interesting! It seemed like a lot of research was going on, which was great to see!

I was impressed by the MBL’s variety in organisms and I was interested in hearing about the kinds of biological/medical advances made.

Very cool, I liked how the microscopes were able to connect to the projector, very high tech!

They held many resources and were very interesting to learn about and work in.

I don’t really have a certain impression but I did have fun. The presentations were very informative, and it was really interesting to be taken behind the scenes. If I had a choice to go back, I would.

High tech and very informative.

Really intense.                                                 
On the activities of the field trip, which was your favorite and why?
I enjoyed looking at the organisms that were brought onto the deck of the boat and learning about the characteristics of all of them.

When we were looking at the different creatures we pulled from the bottom, and Ed explained a lot of fascinating things.
The boat ride and all the creatures. It was exciting actually going out and seeing what was on the bottom of the ocean.

This was the best day of my whole life!!

I liked when we caught all the different animals in the net and talked about them.

Seeing the dogfish and watching Ed trying to feed them.

My favorite part was when the animals are collected and we looked through them on the ship. We found a lot of sea stars, urchins and sponges.

The boat trip. This is because I saw a lot of ocean creatures that I can’t see in the Pacific Ocean.

I loved the boat trip, and going to MRC. The boat trip was fun, interesting and relevant, and it was awesome to have an expert explain the animals up close and personal.

My favorite part was when we dredged up animals from the seafloor.
The hands-on viewing of marine organisms was an activity that really illustrated actual examples of biological characteristics in nature.

I liked seeing the animals in the aquarium because I had not previously seen any of them in person before. Also, I did not realize how useful fish are in medical research.

The boat trip was my favorite because it showed us what we are going to be doing [on the SEA cruise] and gave me an idea about the ecosystem of the area.

Boat trip and plankton tow. I love hands-on.

Learning about the animals in the MBL building-especially the sea anemone that was artificially inseminated.

The tour of the tank room was wonderful. It was great to see experiments in action and get to closely observe so much sea life.

I enjoyed touching the creatures in the tank and from the tows.

I enjoyed the boat trip very much. Selfishly, it was an opportunity to be outside. Practically, it allowed us to experience hands-on collection and identification which is often lost in a class room setting.

Going out on the boat. I’ve completed several plankton tows and dredges, but every time it is unique and enthralling! I just love being on the ocean!

My favorite activity was looking at plankton and other organisms under the microscope

I liked getting the tour of the aquarium because there were so many creatures. I never saw that  

close-up. Also I liked being able to pass around the animals.

liked looking at the different species under the microscope.

The tour of the aquarium. It was interesting to see different marine animals up close.             

My favorite activity was going into the aquarium and seeing and holding many of the animals we have studied.

I loved the whole thing because I learned at every new corner of MBL we got to see.

I really enjoyed the activity in the tank room where we could hold the sea animals and learn about them.

I enjoyed touring the aquarium.

I liked the microscopes because we got the opportunity to see organisms we don’t see in class.

The marine organism tanks, hands on experience with marine life.

I liked the guy’s presentation about his own work and the world at large 

Seeing the tanks because there were a lot of interesting organisms. Also the microscope lab because they were   really good microscopes and it was interesting to see the specimens.

Definitely the live specimen holding tanks, but touring the equipment and ROVs were a close second.
When we got to touch the creatures in the tank.

I liked walking around the building with all the marine organisms the most because it was very hands-on.

I liked looking in the tanks because it was interactive.

Being around the fish tanks.
It was cool and interactive

Being able to apply my knowledge from class about the marine life we found was very exciting

It was interesting to see actual sharks up close

It was cool to see how the squid eat instead of just read about it.

The way the squid eat was awesome.

I loved seeing the MBL and being able to see the animals up-close.

It was really cool to see the clams move because I have never seen that

My favorite part was when we got to hold/interact hands-on with the animals and see the interesting environment they grow up in.
I had the best day of my life
On the activities on the field trip, which one was your least favorite and why?
Nothing
None, I really liked it all.

When he talked about the animals in the hallway, because I know a lot of the information already.

Nothing

Nothing
Nothing was boring, the introduction was a little long, but the MRC is super cool and fun.
Nothing

Nothing
The time limit imposed to truly learn about the organisms hands-on at the MBL was too short. A two part field trip where a morning we catch the samples and then in the afternoon tour MBL would be better.

I really enjoyed everything.

My least favorite was looking at plankton under the microscope because I’d seen much of it before.

I loved it.

I enjoyed all of them.

The slide analysis did not really interest me because the lecturer brought to mind some of the problems I find with non-applied science. In short he had a lot of trouble getting the message across without sounding academic and caught up in himself.

The whole thing was amazing.

None! Each part was interesting and educational! 

My least favorite was seeing the equipment on the dock because I am more interested in the biology part of oceanography. However I really enjoyed the entire day.

I liked it all (really!).
The tour of the aquarium was long.

I enjoyed looking at the phytoplankton, but not the zebra fish. It was not very interactive/we could do that at school.

The first looking under the microscope, because I happen to do well when I can ask many questions easily.

I didn’t really have a least favorite activity, they were all interesting,

Nothing struck me as unappealing.

Nothing                                                         
I want to actually go on boats.                              
Last one, walking around the dock, we were in so much a hurry and I feel there were too many things we missed.

The observation of the embryos, but observing the other worms, jelly and plankton was really cool.

If we had more time in Woods Hole, what else would you have wanted to see or do?

I think I would have liked to see more of the creatures in the facility. I loved looking at the toad fish, sharks and squid.
I would have wanted to see a few bigger fish, maybe even a dolphin or shark in the water.

Look at some of the creatures under the microscope and also see the cell division Ed talked about.

More stuff like the boat trip. I liked seeing/touching, it lent to learning.

Go fishing!

I want to see more dangerous creatures other than sharks and dogfish.

I would want to stay in MBL longer, and observe what those marine life eat and how they live. and also have a seafood meal there.
I think a longer trip to MRC would be cool, and another more in-depth boat trip would be fun.
I would have liked to see cuttlefish.
If the weather was better I would have really enjoyed going out on one of the research ships and collecting specimens.

I would have wanted to go on the boat and collect our own samples.
Tour a research boat.

It would have been fun to go on the boat.

I would have enjoyed seeing more of the research tools (Alvin) or going out on the boat.

See more animals, go on the boat, maybe talk longer with the people involved in the new submarine [Nereus]

I would like to see more sea animals.

I was interested in going out on the boat.

See a smaller lab setting and bench work.

Travel on Oceanus-looked cool!

I would have liked to explore.

I would have liked to go on the boat.

Go on the boat, get more time at each station. Maybe show us how to gather the specimens, and what tools you use to do so. More about how some of the buoys and data collection devices are made, or how they work. More time or examples of aquaculture, and safe fishing practices/awareness. What tools are safe for fishing, what aren’t.

I would have liked to go on the boat.

I would have wanted to explore the Oceanus.

I would have liked to look at the tanks and also take a ride on the Oceanus.

Go out on a boat.

If the class goes to Woods Hole next year, what would you recommend that we keep as part of the field trip?  What would you change?
Keep the boat trip and the trip inside MRC.
I recommend going to MRC and seeing all the different creatures. I wouldn’t change anything, it was all pretty fun.

Keep the boat trip, I don’t know what to leave out.

Yes! This was my favorite part of the whole trip [week].

Yes! I really enjoyed all of it.

I would recommend keeping everything for next year, everything is fun and the instructor did a very good job.

I would keep everything.                                 
I don’t think I’d change much; since all the activities were hands-on, they were all valuable.

I would keep the boat trip.

I would definitely keep the zebra fish/plankton microscope lab, and maybe add going into WHOI. I also wish we had more time.

I would keep the tour of the aquarium, and would maximize the time spent there.

I would keep everything we did but add a boat ride.

I would keep the tour of the aquarium. I would change the lab activity. There should be a way to make the activity more entertaining and fun.

Seeing the phytoplankton and the aquarium, I would not recommend the zebra fish.

Keep the aquarium and the dock walk, and the microscope overhead. Change: Maybe more time?

I think having more time there would be good.

The only thing I would change is the weather for the boat and more time to see more.

Keep the tour of the equipment.

More time-we didn’t see enough, had time constraints.

Keep the hands-on stuff. Allow for more time.

I would probably spend less time on the microscopes, so there was more time for the dock part.

I would change some of the microscope lab, and allow for more freedom in what we observe. I would keep everything and add an extra day because it was awesome.

Make microscopes more interesting.

I would keep the hands-on interaction with the marine organisms and I would add a boat exploration.  

I would keep the tanks and would change the microscopes for a tour of the Oceanus.

I like looking around and talking about the different marine life. I would make it more interactive, maybe go trawling on a boat and see what’s in the ocean.

What information would you have liked ahead of time to make the field trip more interesting and informative?
Nothing.
Learning as we go was a good method, so that we could visualize while learning about something.

Nothing.

Nothing.
What types of animals we were looking for.

Nothing.

Nothing.

Nothing.

Nothing.
Better description of the waters around Woods Hole as far as commonly found organisms.

I don’t think any more prior information is necessary.

I would have liked to know more about the area before towing on the boat. It might also have been helpful to know what some of the scientists are doing.

What the tour consisted of.

A little more information on zooplankton.

Not much. A general brief on MBL and some of its research would have been nice and would have given us more time at the facility.

I would have liked to know more about the research being done at MBL and more of where we were going on the boat.

Perhaps an overview or list of topics which are researched at the lab would have been helpful Then it might have been easier to appreciate the extent of their significance.

I would have liked to know a little history of Woods Hole ahead of time.

I would have told the students it was very, very interactive to get them even more excited!

Nothing                                                              
There was nothing that would have changed my experience at Woods Hole. There wasn’t any information that I can think of that would have been necessary to know ahead of time.

More information on what MBL is currently studying or any new research tools.

Maybe a handout about the animals you have, so we know enough to ask questions.

I had a good experience without any information ahead of time.

Maybe a little more history, but our teacher did a pretty good job of informing us about MBL ahead of time.

Background of current research we saw and specific projects.

Specific organisms being studied.

Maybe learn more about some big discovery Woods Hole has aided in.

Maybe more background of the characteristics of the organisms we were about to see.

I thought it was excellent and I can’t think of anything else.

I think the information provided was good enough.

I would have liked to read an article about what Woods Hole is working on in 2009.

I would have liked to study marine organisms.

More about what Woods Hole does and the projects they’re working on.

They had good equipment.

They were really sophisticated. They do interesting stuff, must be fun to work with marine life all day.
The MBL is great, nothing like I expected.
I was very impressed by the MBL.
It was extremely cool.
Lots of great research going on and very enthusiastic faculty.
It would be a cool place to work.
I was amazed by how many species lived around our coast.
I think you did a great job connecting the field trip to what we had learned.
I thought it was fun and interesting.
I thought it was a very interesting place with a lot of intriguing animals and new things to look at AND touch.
I thought it was a great experience and very informative.

My overall impression of the MBL was a positive one, I got an up-close and personal look at some fascinating organisms.

It was very interesting and impressive.

Very interesting, I’d like to see more.

What surprised you most about the field trip?
When you turn clams on their side, they open and close, so cool!
Seeing so many crabs from the bottom of the ocean.

The innovative things that happen in Woods Hole. All the testing and research.

How much fun it was!

The diversity of animals in the dredge.

Lots of animals.

The species I saw. Because I live near the Pacific Ocean, I have less chance to see sea creatures here.
How many animals there were (like how many extra ones had to be caught in case some died).

Learning how to help cure cancer with sharks.

Another basic science (primarily) lab who’s work is highly applicable despite its esoteric appearance.

It seems like a great place to work and it seemed like a productive research institution.

MBL seemed to be a highly technological place where the people are really excited about their work.

It was a really cool place to learn. It was really engaging.

A wonderful facility. The scientists are very informative and enthusiastic.

I loved it. It seemed like a great place I would like to be part of someday.

I really liked the lab and learning about the animals. I would have liked to learn more about the experiments being run and about the people that work there. The guy in the red hat was really cool.

The MBL was a great place for students to learn how exciting biology can be. It was very evident the facility was geared towards education and outreach. It created a comfortable atmosphere.

Busy, thriving and interesting! It seemed like a lot of research was going on, which was great to see!

I was surprised and happy we got to do/see so much.

It was not boring at all, and we got to experience so much in a small amount of time.

The amount of species they had in the aquarium.

That we saw and held many animals. Also, seeing the ROV was exciting.

Not much, except the facts I learned during the visit.

How interesting looking ay the organisms under the microscope was. I was interested throughout the whole activity.

The variety of organisms.

Abundance of marine life.

The location, it’s so random.                             
The ROV built to study the Mariana Trench.

The up-close and personal attention and the names that I recognized when doing the tour (Alvin).

The diversity of the sea life.

I was surprised by how modern the facilities were. The amount of marine organisms that they have.
It was a lot more fun than I expected.
I was surprised by all of the opportunities to study marine animals.
It seems as though the MBL has made a big difference.
Describe at least one impression you have from the field trip.
Really cool research is being done on marine life we see daily when going out on the ocean.

The little sharks in their tank, swimming in circles and popping their heads out of the water.

That sea creatures benefit us so much, not only as food but all the discoveries found from researching them.

I really liked the real hands-on experience.

I went on this trip with my class to see if I want to do Marine Biology in college, I have learned that I do!

Fun, I learned and saw a lot.
Marine biology has a wide range of applications and a rich history.

I was surprised by the researchers and staff I met. They were extremely knowledgeable, informative, and interesting.

The scientists at MBL were really passionate about the work they’re doing.

We can see science if we only open our eyes.

Very fun. Everyone seems very passionate about their jobs.

It was interesting when the value of non-applied science was discussed. I think that all science is really applied science and that for the sake of getting the public involved in the sciences such distinctions and judgments should not be made.

It was really cool that their research was everywhere and that the different buildings and companies were close and that the community was so tight.

MBL was very welcoming and supportive of education, which is a great environment to be exposed to. Everyone was enthusiastic and eager to answer questions.

The amount of knowledge that was thrown at us was incredible! I’ve taken many marine bio classes, but I feel like every other sentence was a new bit of information. It was great! The enthusiasm was also incredible.

Woods Hole is an awesome place to be.

The guy who gave the aquarium tour told us that he had personally collected samples of marine life to people who are now top scientists!

It gave me the experiences that I have never had before. I have never seen a clam move, and it was a really interesting seeing all the species interacting in a way that I have never seen.

MBL is responsible for most of the information, discoveries dealing with oceanography in the present day, but was also the birthplace for oceanographic research.

This is a relaxed, but incredible productive place. It is a wonderful place full of incredibly intelligent and motivated people. It is not surprising that it has a global wonderful reputation. There must be no better place to be.

The people working there really enjoy what they do, and it shows.

The worldwide implications of the research.

The people know what they are talking about.

Marine Bio=Intense

I thought it was interesting but we needed much more time.

AMAZING! I can’t believe we are the first High School group. WE NEED MORE OCEANOGRAPHERS.

It was exciting to see all the sea creatures.

I learned that people from all over the world come to Woods Hole.

The people who work there know what they are talking about.
If you could talk to the MBL people now, what would you tell them? Recommend to them? Ask them?
Probably ask them some things on beach geology because I’m doing that for a project now and I’d recommend to them to keep doing what they’re doing because it was pretty interesting.
I would like to know more about the food chain or the animals in the area.

Thank you.

I’d just say thank you.

I’d ask them what their specific interests were (zebra fish? jellies? urchins?). I’d ask them how they got involved with Woods Hole.

I would tell them that I would never have guessed that we were the first high school to visit because they did such a wonderful job! Thank you so much for having us!!! 

If they change the activities, it would help if they were more appealing to high school students who might not be so interested in Marine Biology like other students.

Recently what has MBL been researching or discovering? Where do they obtain the animals in the aquarium?

Ho, I would ask many questions.

Thank you. I really enjoyed my experience at Woods Hole. Your enthusiasm for marine biology is obvious, and it made the visit enjoyable.

How much time is spent on bench work?

How much money do you make? Do you love your job?

Thank them for the information. Ask them more stuff about the boats, the research programs in different places.

More Time! More tools explaining. More Awareness. Just More Everything, basically.

I think they did a great job. I have nothing more to tell them.
I would tell them how fascinated I was by the facilities at Woods Hole. I would recommend that they keep up their research. I would ask them if there are any estuaries near Woods Hole.

I would like to ask them about the different programs that they have available to students, and recommend that they make a program specifically for high school students. 
It takes a lot of knowledge and patience to study marine life.
Marine Bio is interesting and fun, but also can really help human research.
I thought all the leaders were passionate about their work.
The tanks were ubiquitous and it seemed like hundreds of animals were in there.
It was a great trip.
Marine biology research is more complicated than I thought.
I really loved seeing one of the bivalves snapping shut as well as holding the horseshoe crab.
You don’t need to be in the tropics to see cool stuff.
I thought learning about the organisms the visual way was really helpful and a completely different way, but unfortunately we cannot go to Woods Hole every class.

I think this trip was definitely worthwhile because it is hands-on and I was able to see the organisms we have been learning about.

Marine Biology can be fun as well as important to human research

The marshes are important places.
Marine biology is cool and important.
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